

ADOPTED 3/13/07


Introduced by Council Member Hyde: 

RESOLUTION 2007-204-A
A RESOLUTION REITERATING THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S SUPPORT FOR THE DUVAL COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROPOSAL MADE TO FLORIDA’S LOW INCOME POOL (LIP) COUNCIL, TO ESTABLISH AN INTEGRATED PRIMARY CARE-BASED HEALTH ACCESS SYSTEM FOR DUVAL COUNTY, AS A VITAL AND NECESSARY COMPONENT IN JACKSONVILLE’S HEALTH CARE SAFETY NET; REQUESTING AN ALLOCATION FROM  THE STATE LEGISLATURE FOR LIP FUNDING FOR THE DUVAL COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT LIP PROPOSAL; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO EACH MEMBER OF THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville is participating in Florida’s pilot Medicaid Reform efforts, and can become a model for providing quality health care for low income and uninsured citizens, and 

WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville’s health care safety net is in danger of collapsing under the weight of over 130,000 uninsured individuals, and almost 250,000 persons below 200% of the federal poverty level; and 

WHEREAS, 
many of these uninsured and low income individuals have no primary care medical home and limited access to preventive health services, often relying on hospital emergency rooms for basic health care services; and 

WHEREAS,
Duval County hospital emergency rooms are overcrowded, serving over 85,000 self pay and uninsured clients annually, with hospitals often receiving minimal if any payment for these emergency room visits, thus unnecessarily driving up the cost of health care for the rest of the community; and 

WHEREAS,
Under the leadership of the Duval County Health Department, a number of safety net organizations and voluntary medical care providers have developed a proposal to create an Integrated Primary Care-Based Health Access System for Jacksonville that would expand comprehensive health services for the uninsured and reduce inappropriate utilization of hospital emergency rooms; and 

WHEREAS, 
this proposal would create four comprehensive primary care centers, strategically positioned throughout Jacksonville, that would work with area hospitals and medical providers to improve the availability, continuity, and the quality of health care options for the uninsured and low income populations; and 

WHEREAS, 
this proposal was presented to Florida’s Low Income Pool (LIP) Council for funding consideration, since that body was legislatively tasked to recommend the distribution of over one billion dollars throughout the State of Florida to improve health care access for the uninsured and low income populations; and 

WHEREAS, 
The Duval County proposal was not specifically approved for funding by the LIP Council as part of its recommendations to the State Legislature, despite LIP Council support of the need and appropriateness of the Duval County proposal; and
WHEREAS, 
an Integrated Primary Care-Based Health Access System offers the best opportunity to improve Jacksonville’s health care safety net and supports the success of Medicaid Reform in Duval County; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

Section 1. Statement of Support. The City of Jacksonville reiterates its support for the Duval County Health Department proposal to establish an Integrated Primary Care-Based Health Access System for Duval County, as a vital and necessary component in Jacksonville’s health care safety net.
Section 2. Request for allocation. The City of Jacksonville requests that the State Legislature allocate LIP funding for the Duval County Health Department LIP proposal to establish an Integrated Primary Care-Based Health Access System for Duval County.
Section 3.

Transmission to the Duval County Legislative Delegation.  The Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to each member of the Duval County Legislative Delegation.


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan
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